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The book intitled

“URBANISATION AND
ARCHITECTURE IN THE SOUTHERN
SAHEL REGION OF TUNISIA FROM
ANTIQUITY TO THE EARLY MIDDLE
AGES ” written by Ameur YOUNES
is the result of more than a decade
of field surveys on this region led
altogether with historians,
archaeologists, geomorphologists,
geologists, geochemists,

hydrologists, and students.

Thanks to these surveys conducted with
a multi disciplinary team, the author could
broaden his knowledge in other fields than

history and archaeology, and helped him to

better apprehend several aspects of the
region history such as the toponomy, the
urbanism, the architecture and the passage
from Antiquity to the Early Middle Ages.

The book is divided into three parts. In
the first one dealing with the natural data,
besides the analysis of the topographical
and geophysical elements, the
meteorological data (winds, temperatures,
rainfall) have been studied in Antiquity and
compared, as far as possible, to the
contemporary period data. Consequently, it
was possible to understand, even if
partially, the evolution of the natural
conditions in a long term period and to
think about their impact on the settlement
in this region.

The second part, more detailed than the
previous one, consists of a catalogue of the
19 urban sites. From the beginning, the
author sets up the general criteria to define
a town. Such criteria are sometimes difficult
to take into account for each site because
the available sources failed to provide all
the data. The text, rich in information,
although more descriptive than analytical, is
accompanied by a large general map,
together with detailed maps for each site.

The third part is a synthesis based on the
data from the first two previous sections.
Several themes have been treated such as

the history and legal status of the towns,
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urbanization and architecture. The author enhanced by new data, despite sometimes
tried to take the most of the available data the scarcity of sources, together with the
without over interpreting, especially when unavailability of tools which prevented the
the information is lacking regarding the author to lead a deeper analysis of some
legal status of the towns or their historical questions.

evolution from the end of Antiquity to the

Early Middle Ages. Urbanisation and architecture in the

In short, the book is a well written and southern sahel region of tunisia from
antiquity to the early middle ages

documented monograph. Ameur Younes
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aspects during Antiquity and the Early

Middle Ages of a region little known by

searchers have been reviewed and
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